
KENTUCKY CROP VALUES - 1998

The value of crops produced by Kentucky
farmers totaled $1.86 billion in 1998, down 6 percent
from 1997. The value of Kentucky’s top five crops
(tobacco, hay, corn, soybeans and wheat) were down
in value with the exception of hay. Hay was up 30
percent in value from 1997. Tobacco was down 10
percent in value, corn down 8 percent, soybeans
down 29 percent and winter wheat down 26 percent.

Kentucky’s top five crops accounted for over
99 percent of the total value of all crops grown in the
Commonwealth. Tobacco continued to be the number
one crop produced in Kentucky with a value of $850.5
million. This made up 45 percent of Kentucky’s total
crop value. The price per pound of tobacco was
$1.917, up 1.4 cents from the 1997 value and the
second highest on record. The highest price on record

was $1.940 per pound for the 1996 crop. Hay
continued in second place with $465.0 million, and 25
percent of the total crop value. The price of hay
increased from $77.00 per ton in 1997 to $81.50 in
1998. Corn remained third in value of production with
15 percent of the total. The price of corn at $2.10 per
bushel was down 52 cents from 1997. Soybeans made
up 11 percent of the total crop value and winter wheat
made up 3 percent.

Nationally, the leading crops by value of
production were corn, soybeans, hay, wheat, cotton
and tobacco. All commodities (corn, soybeans, hay,
wheat, cotton and tobacco) decreased in value of
production from 1997. Tobacco, Kentucky’s number
one cash crop, accounted for 32 percent of the
Nation’s tobacco value.
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